Changing causes of death of elderly people in the United States, 1950-1990.
Causes of death have changed greatly in the United States during the 20th century. To detail these changes in elderly people during 1950-1990. The source of data was 'Vital Statistics of the United States' for the years discussed. Mortality rates for several causes were calculated for the 85-89 age group, and the percentage of deaths attributed to several causes was calculated. There are large peaks about 1970 in both the mortality rate of ischemic heart disease and the percentage of total deaths attributed to this cause. The peaks have been followed by declines. Death rates from cancer and the percent of deaths attributed to cancer have increased during 1950-1990. The above changes coincide with major changes in medical science and care, the identification of the risk factors predisposing to ischemic heart disease and cerebrovascular diseases, and the implementation of Medicare, a program of health care benefits to all people 65 and over that is supported by the United States government.